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Anglo  -  F rench  -  Israeli 


Against  Egypt 


The  Story  of  Unprecedented  Atrocities 


t 


An  Eyewitness  Account  of  British-French  Invasion 
of  Port  Said  by  the  Swedish  Newspaperman 
Perolow  Anderson 


This  is  an  eyewitness  account  of  the  horror  at  Port  Said,  written 
by  Perolow  Anderson,  Swedish  newspaper  correspondent  and  photog¬ 
rapher.  Mr.  Anderson,  who  is  a  widely  known  photo-reporter,  covered 
the  Spanish  civil  war  and  the  fighting  in  Korea.  He  managed  to 
bring  the  account  of  his  experiences  at  Port  Said  out  of  the  city  with¬ 
out  censorship  by  the  British-French  occupation  forces,  and  cabled  it 
to  Swedish  newspapers  and  to  British  Opposition  leader  Hugh 
Gaitskell.  His  story  follows : 

“My  eyewitness  story  is  not  a  nice  one  to  tell  the  world. 

“If  what  the  British-French  troops  have  done  to  the  Egyptians 
can  be  called  a  ‘police  action’  then  there  is  no  place  for  the  word 
humanity  in  the  dictionary. 

“A  few  hours  after  the  cease  fire  was  declared,  I  managed  to 
slip  through  the  British  lines  (Port  Said  was  completely  closed  off 
by  the  Anglo  French  troops  and  cameramen  were  prevented  from 

getting  in  the  city).  I  got  into  the  town  at  sundown,  to  find  a  burn¬ 
ing,  smoking  inferno. 

“In  the  ruins  I  met  children  searching  for  their  parents.  I  saw 
parents,  their  hands  bloodied,  pushing  aside  wreckage  in  a  search 
for  their  children. 

“I  saw  thousands  of  bodies  in  the  ruins,  and  in  the  grounds  of  the 
few  hospitals  that  are  left.  Two  hospitals,  containing  some  900 
patients  were  completely  destroyed  by  bombs. 

“Six  war  correspondents  arrived  from  Cyprus,  but  were  taken 
only  to  the  places  in  Port  Said  that  suited  British  public  relations 
authorities. 
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If  what  the  British-French  troops  have  done  to  the  Egyptians 
can  he  called  a  ‘police  action’  then  there  is  no  place  for  the 
word  humanity  in  the  dictionary. 
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“In  the  Gamil  area,  350  small  houses  that  belonged  to  poor 
inhabitants  were  completely  burned  out  by  firebombing  from  jet 
fighters  and  bombers.  I  saw  in  the  ruins  of  these  wooden  houses 
hundreds  of  bodies — women,  children,  animals — of  those  who  had 
been  burned  to  death.  Helicopters  had  flown  through  the  streets, 
machine-gunning  into  the  windows  at  civilians  in  the  houses. 

“The  European  quarters  of  the  city  was  almost  untouched. 

“In  the  stadium,  British  soldiers  dug  two  mass  graves  for  the 
bodies  of  civilians  which  were  handed  over  for  burial  from  a  nearby 
hospital.  A  doctor  said  that  during  the  first  days  of  the  attack  there 
were  three  hundred  dead  a  day.  I  saw  400  bodies  of  civilians  in  one 
place  alone. 

“The  British  authorities  claim  small  damage  to  civilians,  but  the 
estimated  loss  of  life  is  between  7,000  to  12,000.  The  real  figure 
cannot  be  known  until  all  the  houses  which  were  bombed  have  been 
searched. 

“I  saw  thousands  of  refugees  leaving  Port  Said  by  small  fishing 
boats.  Others  sat  numbly  in  the  shattered  ruins  of  their  homes.  For 
days  bombs  had  been  dropped  incessantly,  and  the  water  supply  and 
electricity  had  been  cut.  Doctors  operated  with  instruments  that  they 
thrust  into  fire  to  sterilize.  Since  no  water  was  available,  they  washed 
their  hand  in  two  buckets  of  water  which  were  in  the  operating  room 
— the  water  remained  unchanged  for  three  days. 

“I  saw  children  with  bullets  in  their  backs.  Some  of  their  bodies 
had  holes  which  were  as  much  as  7  centimeters  wide — inflicted  by 
machine  guns.  They  had  been  shot  as  they  ran  in  panic. 

“During  two  hours  in  one  spot  I  watched  270  dead  being  carried 
away.  A  truckload  of  British  soldiers  was  distributing  food  to  some 
of  the  still  living  civilians,  and  their  army  photographers  busily  took 
pictures,  obviously  designed  for  propaganda  purposes. 

“I  was  finally  arrested  by  the  British  and  ordered  to  report  at 
Paratroopers  Headquarters  for  a  trip  to  Cyrpus,  where  they  said 
they  would  develop  my  films  and  send  them  to  my  agent  in  New  York. 
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“I  got  away,  and  managed  to  hide  in  Port  Said.  Later,  I  was 
smuggled,  among  escaping  refugees,  to  Matarya,  some  50  kilometers 
away. 

“I  have  been  a  war  photographer  since  the  civil  war  in  Spain, 
and  it  is  hard  for  me  to  find  any  comparison  to  Port  Said.  I  met  with 
some  British  officers  who  were  never  taken  to  the  bombed  area.  They 
had  never  talked  to  the  people  of  Port  Said,  as  I  had ;  they  did  not, 
as  I  did,  have  any  opportunity  to  get  details  from  doctors  in  the 
hospitals,  the  commander  of  the  fire  brigade  and  the  men  and  women 
in  the  streets. 

“There  is  not  much  more  to  say.  It  could  never  be  put  into 
words,  but  my  pictures  of  a  wounded  mother  holding  her  little  dead 
daughter,  and  a  father  leaning  over  his  dead  child  are  documents 
that  will  not  be  forgotten. 

“Is  it  ‘police  action’  to  fly  planes  through  streets,  machine  gun¬ 
ning  the  inhabitants  of  a  city?  I  call  it  terror  and  murder,  and  a 
shame  which  will  never  be  erased  from  the  record  of  the  British.” 
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In  the  Gamil  area,  350  small  houses 
inhabitants  were  completely  burned 


that  belonged  to  poor 
out  by  Jet  bombers. 
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The  British  authorities  claim  small  damage  to  civilians,  but 
the  estimated  loss  of  life  is  betiveen  7,000  and  12,000. 
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Statement  Submitted  to  the  United  Nations  on 
November  21,  1956  by  the  Delegation  of  Egypt 
Regarding  Anglo  French  Atrocities  in  Port  Said 

The  Anglo  French  forces  are  still  committing  their  brutal  acts 
against  the  civilian  population  of  battered  Port  Said.  They  search 
houses  at  most  unusual  hours  and  assault  their  occupants.  The  Anglo- 
French  Command  has  imposed  an  undeclared  martial  law.  Military 
courts  are  in  session.  The  Commander  of  the  forces  has  admitted 
the  jamming  of  all  Egyptian  broadcasts  so  that  all  connection  between 
the  city  and  the  homeland  may  be  severed.  The  aggressors  went  even 
further :  they  confiscated  all  radio  sets  owned  or  rented  by  civilians. 

The  Egyptian  Government  considers  these  acts  flagrant  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  Human  Rights  Declaration  especially  of  Article  19,  which 
stipulates  that  “man  shall  have  the  right  to  express  his  opinion 
freely,  and  shall  be  free  to  uphold  whatever  opinion,  without  inter¬ 
ference,  and  to  seek  information  and  thought,  and  to  declare  them  and 
broadcast  them  by  whichever  methods,  without  confinement  to  the 
boundaries  of  the  state.” 

The  Anglo-French  forces  have  also  imposed  a  siege  on  the  city 
so  that  no  foreign  correspondent  may  see  and  record  the  result  of 
the  cruel  assault  committed  by  these  forces.  On  17  November  1956 
they  prevented  twenty  correspondents  of  different  nationalities  from 
entering  the  city;  furthermore,  they  fired  at  them  for  some  time 
and  arrested  them  for  over  four  hours  after  which  they  were  escorted 
in  a  closed  van  to  the  outskirts  of  the  city  and  ordered  to  return  to 
Cairo  immediately. 

The  Anglo-French  forces  also  prevented  the  Red  Crescent  mis¬ 
sion,  with  accompanying  nurses  from  entering  the  town,  thus  denying 
them  the  opportunity  of  carrying  out  their  task  and  again  robbing 
the  unfortunate  civilians  who  fell  victim  to  the  barbarous  Anglo- 
French  bombardment  from  the  sea  and  air  the  chance  of  receiving 
medicines  and  food  the  Red  Crescent  had  brought  for  them.  This 
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prevention  order  was  directed  not  only  against  the  Red  Crescent,  but 
was  extended  to  include  the  Red  Cross  mission,  which  was  also  stopped 
from  entering  the  city  to  carry  out  its  humane  duties.  The  aggres¬ 
sors  have  also  refused  to  allow  civilians  wishing  to  join  their  families 
who  had  previously  left  town  from  doing  so.  Those  families  who  had 
previously  left  the  town  while  it  was  being  bombed  consequently 
do  not  know  whether  members  left  behind  are  still  alive  or  have  long 
been  dead  under  the  debris  to  which  their  homes  have  been  reduced 
as  the  result  of  the  ruthless  raid  of  the  Anglo-French  Air  Forces. 
These  families  have  also  been  refused  admittance  into  the  town, 
although  a  great  many  of  them  wanted  to  go  back  because  they  could 
no  longer  stand  the  nervous  strain  of  not  knowing  what  had  become 
of  their  kinsmen  left  behind. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  atrocities  that  the  British  and  French 
forces  have  committed  and  are  still  committing  in  the  city  of  Port 
Said.  All  of  these  measures  and  atrocities  are  in  truth  nothing  but 
a  series  of  violations  of  the  Universal  Declaration  of  Human  Rights 
which  was  adopted  by  the  United  Nations ;  they  are  thus  a  violation 
of  the  United  Nations  Charter. 
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Statement  Submitted  November  21,  1956 
by  the  Government  of  Egypt  Requesting  the 
U.N.  to  Investigate  Anglo-French -Israeli 
Aggressions ,  Atrocities,  and  Falsehoods 


The  chain  of  events  which  started  on  October  29,  1956  have 
proved  that  Egypt  has  been  and  still  is  the  target  of  a  complex  con¬ 
spiracy  in  which  the  main  role  is  played  by  Britain  and  France  with 
Israel  as  the  tool  they  have  used  to  implement  their  aggressive  plot. 
On  October  29,  1956  Israel  announced  that  her  forces  had  started 
their  invasion  of  Egypt’s  territory  at  a  time  when  these  forces  had 
already  crossed  the  Egyptian  frontier.  Then  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  Israeli  aggression  against  Egypt,  the  British  government — in  her 
own  name  as  well  as  in  the  name  of  the  government  of  France — 
sent  Egypt  an  ultimatum  requesting  that  the  Anglo-French  forces 
be  allowed  to  occupy  three  Egyptian  towns,  Port  Said,  Ismailia  and 
Suez.  The  ultimatum  stated  that  if  Egypt  didn’t  agree  to  this  in 
twelve  hours,  Britain  and  France  would  occupy  these  towns  through 
the  use  of  their  armed  forces.  Egypt’s  answer  to  the  British  and 
French  governments  was  that  she  refused  to  accept  that  ultimatum 
as  it  constituted  an  infringement  on  her  rights  and  sovereignty  and 
was  also  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  United  Nations  Charter.  Egypt 
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The  real  figure  of  civilian  casualties  cannot  he  known  until  all 
the  houses  which  were  bombed  have  been  searched. 
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This  section  of  Port  Said  which  the  British  and  French  forces 
destroyed  by  their  bombers  and  warships  used  to  house 

60,000  inhabitants. 
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then  emphasized  the  fact  that  she  would  defend  her  sovereignty  and 
rights  and  asked  that  the  Security  Council  be  convened  at  once  to 
consider  the  imminent  Anglo-French  aggression  while  she  reserved 
all  her  rights  to  self  defense  in  the  face  of  this  highly  imminent  Anglo- 
French  aggression.  This  same  day  the  Security  Council  convened 
to  consider  the  Israeli  assault  on  Egypt  and  on  the  request  of  the 
United  States’  delegate  adopted  a  ceasefire  resolution.  However, 
Britain  and  France  opposed  the  United  States’  proposal  for  a  cease¬ 
fire  order.  In  other  words,  they  declared  they  were  agreeable  to 
Israeli’s  aggression  and  her  invasion  of  Egyptian  territory.  Egypt 
thus  became  the  target  of  a  treacherous  Anglo-French  attack  at  a 
time  when  she  was  defending  herself  against  Israel  as,  on  October  31, 
the  Anglo-French  air  forces  bombed  the  following  Egyptian  cities 
and  towns:  Cairo,  Alexandria,  Port  Said,  Suez  and  Ismailia.  They 
also  bombed  Egyptian  military  as  well  as  civil  aerodromes.  The 
British  and  French  defense  ministries  simultaneously  announced  the 
beginning  of  their  combined  air  and  land  operations  under  General 
Keightley’s  command. 

Thus  world  opinion  learned  about  the  Anglo-French-Israeli  con¬ 
spiracy,  worked  out  beforehand  by  the  three  countries  for  the  subjuga¬ 
tion  of  the  people  of  Egypt  and  the  delegation  of  their  sovereignty 
and  legal  rights.  The  world  had  all  learned  by  then  the  just  and 
equitable  stand  of  Egypt  and  the  enormity  of  the  premeditated  Anglo- 
French-Israeli  aggression.  Consequently,  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  United  Nations  held  a  special  session  and,  on  November  2,  adopted 
a  resolution  providing  for  an  immediate  ceasefire  and  for  the  with¬ 
drawal  of  all  invading  forces  from  Egypt.  This  resolution  was 
adopted  by  a  majority  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the  United 
Nations.  But  Britain,  France  and  Israel  were  resolved  to  go  on 
with  their  aggressive  conspiracy  against  Egypt  for  they  declared  that 
they  were  not  responding  to  the  United  Nations  resolution.  Britain 
and  France  continued  their  air  attacks  on  Egyptian  towns  using 
their  bombers.  The  General  Assembly  held  other  sessions  and  adopted 
other  resolutions  on  November  4  and  5  and  7,  but  the  aggressor 
countries  defied  the  whole  world  and  continued  to  carry  out  their 
aggressive  plans  against  the  people  of  Egypt  who  had  in  the  mean- 
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“ During  two  hours  in  one  spot,  I  watched  270  dead  being 

carried  away.” 


15 


time  declared  that  they  were  going  to  fight  in  defense  of  their  rights 
and  sovereignty  from  village  to  village  and  from  street  to  street.  The 
Egyptian  government  then  decided  to  appeal  to  all  the  nations  of  the 
world  for  help  to  repulse  the  imperialistic  assault. 

And  then  on  November  5  they  invaded  the  town  of  Port  Said  the 
population  of  which  numbers  250  thousand  people.  The  invasion, 
however,  was  preceded  by  continuous  air  raids  that  resulted  in  heavy 
losses  among  the  civilian  inhabitants  of  the  town.  But  in  spite  of  this 
land  attack,  which  is  contradictory  to  even  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  humanity,  the  inhabitants  of  Port  Said  did  not  surrender 
to  the  aggressors  but  fought  courageously  in  defense  of  their  town 
alongside  their  armed  forces.  In  the  face  of  this  resistance,  the 
Anglo-French  forces  bombarded  the  town  from  the  sea  and  air.  The 
Anglo-French  combined  command  announced  that  their  air  forces 
carried  out  500  air  raids  on  the  day  of  invasion.  As  a  result  of  this 
barbarous  action,  a  great  many  houses  collapsed  upon  their  inhabit¬ 
ants  who  were  mostly  women  and  children,  and  fires  raged  in  the 
town.  All  the  town’s  utilities  stopped  functioning.  Hospitals  crumbled 
and  fell,  a  physical  outcry  that  the  rights  of  man  and  the  principles 
of  humanity  had  all  been  tramped  underfoot. 

In  the  face  of  the  stiff  resistance  the  enemy  encountered  in  Port 
Said  and  due  to  the  pressure  of  world  public  opinion  and  the  efforts 
of  the  United  Nations,  the  aggressor  countries  agreed  to  the  ceasefire 
order  but  the  assaulting  forces  endeavoured  in  every  way  they  could 
to  force  Egyptian  workers  to  cooperate  with  them,  a  thing  that  the 
people  of  Port  Said  categorically  refused  to  do.  This  made  the  British 
and  French  resort  to  the  most  inhuman  and  most  barbarous  measures 
against  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  They  threw  some  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  out  of  the  town  towards  the  Menzalla  Lake  and  when  the  boats 
carrying  those  inhabitants  started  moving,  the  British  soldiers  fired 
at  them.  This,  however,  happened  under  the  very  noses  of  the  foreign 
journalists  who  were  trying  to  enter  Port  Said  from  Lake  Menzalla. 
Those  journalists,  however,  saw  with  their  very  eyes  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  die  in  the  boats  from  the  bullets  of  the  British.  The  Egyptian 
government  is  able  to  get  photographs  and  a  film  of  the  British  and 
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French  atrocities  in  Port  Said.  These  have  been  transmitted  to  the 
United  Nations  so  that  the  delegations  of  all  the  member  states 
might  witness  the  barbarous  actions  perpetuated  in  contempt  of  the 
rights  of  man. 

The  Egyptian  government,  in  proclaiming  these  atrocities, 
demands  an  immediate  investigation  by  the  United  Nations,  as  it 
wishes  to  reveal  to  the  world  at  large  how  Britain  and  France 
attempted  to  throw  the  world  back  into  an  era  of  anarchy  and 
barbarism.  It  also  wishes  to  unveil  to  the  world  the  actions  which 
brand  the  twentieth  century  with  shame  and  chaos.  It  wishes  to 
convey  that  in  their  struggle  for  survival  against  the  imperialistic 
powers,  the  Egyptian  people  are  not  fighting  for  themselves  alone  but 
are  defending  the  cause  of  peace  in  the  whole  civilized  world.  Accom¬ 
panying  their  pernicious  onslaught  on  the  peace-loving  people  of 
Egypt  was  another  campaign  waged  by  the  Anglo-French  and  Israeli 
authorities,  the  aim  of  which  is  to  mislead  world  public  opinion. 

On  October  31,  the  British  Prime  Minister,  Mr.  Eden,  announced 
that  the  object  of  the  British  and  French  is  to  separate  the  fighting 
forces  and  to  protect  the  Suez  Canal.  However,  attacking  and  even¬ 
tually  occupying  part  of  the  invaded  nation’s  territory  was  a  strange 
way  of  separating  two  fighting  forces.  This  did  not  fool  world  public 
opinion.  It  is  only  reasonable  and  logical  that  putting  an  end  to 
hostilities  cannot  be  realized  by  impeding  the  United  Nations  resolu¬ 
tion  and  attacking  the  invaded  nation.  The  logic  applied  by  Britain 
and  France  in  their  behavior  towards  Egypt  is  the  logic  of  countries 
which  have  conspired  with  Israel  on  a  premeditated  aggression 
against  the  people  of  Egypt.  The  French  and  British  planes  joined 
forces  with  Israel  in  its  attack  on  the  Egyptian  army  under  the  pretext 
of  separating  the  fighting  forces.  In  its  official  announcements,  the 
British  command  headquarters  disclosed  that  it  had  bombed  the  ship 
“Akka”  and  sunk  it,  under  the  pretext  of  protecting  the  Suez  Canal. 
During  its  continuous  bombing  of  Port  Said  Britain  again  succeeded 
in  sinking  the  ships  lying  in  the  Port  under  the  pretext  of  separating 
the  fighting  forces  and  protecting  the  Suez  Canal.  However,  world 
public  opinion  would  not  be  duped  by  these  groundless  justifications. 
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This  open  aggression  against  Egypt  was  denounced  and  decried  by  all 
those  who  respect  human  rights.  The  whole  world  joined  in  accusing 
Britain  and  France  and  their  catspaw,  Israel,  for  their  brutal  attack 
against  Egypt,  their  violation  of  the  international  treaties  and  their 
contempt  for  all  human  rights  and  moral  laws. 

It  would  not  have  occurred  to  anybody  that  two  great  nations, 
which  are  considered  as  constituent  members  of  the  United  Nations, 
and  permanent  members  of  the  Security  Council  which  was  founded 
to  preserve  peace,  could  possibly  conspire  with  a  small  nation  like 
Israel  in  order  to  justify  their  infamous  attack  on  the  peace  loving 
Egyptians.  The  British  authorities,  however,  did  not  succeed  in  dis¬ 
guising  their  conspiracy.  The  British  Minister  of  State,  Anthony 
Head,  professed  to  the  House  of  Commons  that  Britain’s  and  France’s 
attack  on  Egypt  was  intended  to  dominate  part  of  the  Egyptian  ter¬ 
ritory  against  the  Egyptian  people’s  wishes.  Christian  Pineau  also 
announced  that  Britain  and  France  had  planned  to  occupy  the  Canal 
Zone  including  the  cities  of  Port  Said,  Suez  and  Ismailia.  Britain 
and  France  have  therefore  violated  the  1888  Convention  which 
stipulates  freedom  of  navigation  and  prohibits  the  exposure  of  the 
Canal  to  any  military  actions.  They  have  hindered  navigation  in  the 
Canal  and  have  endangered  all  international  economic  interests.  When 
imperialistic  intentions  of  Britain  and  France  were  exposed  to  the 
world  at  large,  they  resorted  to  falsehoods  in  deceiving  world  public 
opinion,  and  accused  Egypt  of  concerting  a  secret  plan  with  Russia. 
On  November  7,  Anthony  Eden  evaded  the  question  put  to  him  by 
the  parliament,  and  refused  to  disclose  the  details  of  the  alleged  plot 
in  the  Middle  East  by  answering:  “It  is  preferable  not  to  reveal 
anything  at  present.”  Selwyn  Lloyd  was  reported  to  have  said  in 
the  same  meeting:  “Further  proofs  have  come  to  my  knowledge 
which  I  prefer  not  to  divulge  tonight — proofs  which  are  extremely 
dangerous.”  Again  on  November  8,  Peter  Thorngroft,  Chairman  of 
the  TUC,  while  representing  the  government  in  the  House  of  Com¬ 
mons,  accused  Egypt  of  executing  a  Russo-Egyptian  plot.  This  was 
a  poor  justification  of  Britain’s  chaotic  invasion  of  Egyptian  terri¬ 
tory.  On  the  15th  of  November,  Lord  Halisham,  Chief  of  the  British 
Admiralty,  announced  that  Egypt,  together  with  Russia,  had  planned 
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“ There  is  not  much  more  to  say.  It  could  never  be  put  into 

words” 
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the  destruction  of  their  oil  pipelines.  The  Egyptian  government 
declares  that  all  these  accusations  are  premeditated  falsehoods, 
devised  to  justify  the  barbarian  aggression  on  Egypt  and  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Egyptian  territory,  that  Egypt  was  the  victim  of  a  precon¬ 
certed  joint  British,  French  and  Israeli  aggression.  Egypt  appeals 
to  the  U.N.  to  investigate  these  accusations  so  that  world  public 
opinion  might  know  that  the  officials  of  both  France  and  England, 
two  of  the  big  powers,  did  not  hesitate  in  misleading  it  by  their  false 
declarations.  The'British,  French  and  Israeli  forces  announced  that 
Israel  had  laid  her  hands  on  larger  amounts  of  Russian  equipment 
stored  for  use  in  Sinai  which  they  evaluated  at  about  fifty  million 
dollars.  The  Egyptian  denounces  this  charge  as  false  and  as  meant 
to  mislead  world  public  opinion  as  the  losses  sustained  by  Egypt  did 
not  exceed  thirty  T34  tanks,  and  fifty  armoured  cars.  These  were  left 
behind  by  the  army  when  it  was  decided  that  it  should  withdraw  from 
the  Eastern  frontier  in  order  to  face  the  British-French  attack,  and 
they  were  all  not  fit  for  use. 

Egypt  wishes  the  U.N.  to  investigate  these  false  charges  so  as  to 
proclaim  the  facts  before  world  public  opinion.  If  Britain  and  France 
and  Israel,  their  catspaw,  claim  that  there  is  a  plot  between  Egypt 
and  Russia,  let  them  prove  it  to  the  world,  let  them  disclose  to  the 
world  whatever  documents  they  may  have  to  make  good  their  accusa¬ 
tions,  as  nobody  will  listen  to  this  kind  of  delusion  and  deception. 
It  is  obvious  that  this  joint  campaign  aimed  at  Egypt  as  well  as 
accusing  Egypt  of  plotting  and  aggression  is  only  a  means  of  covering 
the  crime  carried  out  by  Britain,  France  and  Israel  against  humanity, 
international  law,  the  U.N.  charter  and  moral  values.  It  is  regrettable 
that  the  imperialistic  devices  carried  out  in  the  past  century  are  still 
predominant  in  the  minds  of  British  and  French  politicians,  driving 
them  to  plan  attacks  on  the  liberty  of  peaceful  nations  by  means  of 
delusion  and  falsehoods.  These  ignoble  deceptions  which  the  officials 
of  two  big  powers  did  not  scruple  to  utter  can  only  be  meant  to  cover 
the  failure  of  their  strategy  when  world  public  opinion  gets  wind  of  it. 

These  attempts  on  the  part  of  Britain  and  France  cannot  prevail 
on  world  public  opinion.  It  is  necessary  that  the  criminals  should  be 
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punished  and  the  world  should  realize  that  such  aggressive  barbarism 
should  not  pass  without  retribution.  We  demand  an  investigation  by 
the  competent  international  organizations  to  be  carried  into  the 
barbarous  crimes,  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  humanity,  which 
were  perpetrated  by  the  enemy  forces  against  peaceful  citizens.  In 
Port  Said,  the  British  and  French  troops  destroyed  homes,  fired 
without  discrimination  on  peaceful  women  and  children  in  their 
homes,  robbed  the  civilians  and  compelled  them  to  work  by  force  of 
arms,  this  in  defiance  of  all  laws  and  practices,  .and  in  contempt  of 
the  fundamental  human  rights. 

In  Rafah  and  El  Arish,  the  Israeli  forces  undertook  acts  of  prov¬ 
ocation  and  retaliations,  opened  fire  on  civilians  and  killed  them  in 
large  numbers  without  reason  other  than  savage  revenge.  After 
driving  out  the  U.N.  truce  observers  in  the  Gaza  strip,  the  aggres¬ 
sive  Israeli  forces  carried  out  many  acts  of  retaliation  against  the 
refugees  causing  the  death  of  many.  One  of  these  incidents  occurred 
under  the  eyes  of  UNRRA  officials  during  the  distribution  of  the  aid 
sent  by  the  United  Nations  to  the  refugees.  More  than  fifty  defense¬ 
less  persons  were  killed  while  many  were  seriously  injured  owing  to 
the  barbarous  behaviour  of  the  Israeli  troops. 

We  insist  on  an  investigation  with  the  aggressors  who  violated 
the  universal  declaration  of  human  rights  and  made  light  of  all  human 
principles  by  their  criminal  attack  on  our  peaceful  people.  We  ask 
the  United  Nations  and  its  various  committees  in  cooperation  with 
the  International  Red  Cross  and  the  committee  of  the  rights  of  man 
to  set  up  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  into  the 
barbarous  aggression  of  Egypt  and  Gaza.  The  Egyptian  government 
demands  an  investigation  into  the  atrocities  prepetrated  by  the  in¬ 
vading  forces  on  the  Egyptian  people,  an  investigation  into  the 
destruction  and  slaughter  carried  out  by  the  British  and  French 
troops  in  Port  Said  and  by  the  Israeli  troops  in  Gaza,  Rafah  and  El 
Arish.  It  demands  that  the  aggressors  should  be  punished,  so  that 
the  world  may  live  in  peace.  If  they  are  left  unpunished  for  their 
crimes,  the  aggression  will  be  repeated  in  a  more  violent  manner. 
The  tragedy  will  recur  if  the  criminals  get  away  with  impunity. 


23 


“I  satv  in  the  ruins  of  the  wooden  houses  hundreds  of  bodies, 
women,  children  and  animals 
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The  Anglo-French  forces  have  imposed  a  seige  on  the  city  so 
that  no  foreign  correspondents  may  see  and  record  the  residt 

of  the  cruel  assault. 
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Statement  by  President  Gamal  Abdel  Nasser 
Made  in  Cairo ,  Noon  Wednesday 
November  2L  1956 

The  policy  of  Egypt  is  a  policy  of  national  independence.  Egypt 
and  Egyptians  value  this  independence  more  than  life  itself.  I  will 
not  become  the  stooge  or  satellite  or  pawn  or  hireling  of  anybody. 
Just  as  Egypt  is  determined  to  have  political  independence  so  also 
Egypt  is  determined  to  have  and  maintain  ideological  independence 
from  all  foreign  ideologies  such  as  Marxism,  Fascism,  Racism, 
Colonialism,  Imperialism  and  Atheism,  all  of  which  incidentally  are 
European  in  origin.  The  revolutionary  government  of  Egypt  is  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  universal  ideals  of  justice  between  men  and  justice 
between  nations,  the  equality  of  all  men  and  all  nations  before  the 
world  and  individual  and  personal  freedom,  and  to  achieve  these 
ideals  the  new  Egypt  will  work  in  accordance  with  her  own  special 
circumstance,  in  accordance  with  her  own  religious  teachings  and 
cultural  heritage.  Dedicated  to  national  independence,  Egypt  is 
profoundly  aware  of  the  necessity  of  the  cooperation  of  nations. 
Situated  where  it  is  in  one  of  the  historic  crossroads  of  the  world 
Egypt  could  not  lack  this  awareness.  Egypt  desires  to  cooperate — 
an  honorable  cooperation — with  other  countries.  Concretely  and 
specially  Egypt  stands  for  international  law.  I  pledge  myself  to  the 
strict  observance  of  all  the  international  law  which  now  exists. 
More  than  that  I  desire  the  expansion  of  international  law  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  complex  modern  world.  Egypt  like  all  other  nations 
has  a  special  fellow  feeling  for  those  nations  which  share  its  cultural 
traditions  and  for  those  excolonial  nations  which  are  in  a  similar 
phase  of  transition  to  independent  democracy  and  economic  progress. 
But  the  idea  of  trying  to  create  an  Arab  empire  of  attempting  to 
dominate  such  an  empire  or  of  attempting  to  dominate  such  an 
empire  is  repugnant  to  Egypt  and  to  me.  Just  as  European  nations 
work  toward  European  union  and  just  as  the  twenty-one  sovereign 
nations  of  North  and  South  America  have  developed  a  Pan  Ameri¬ 
can  Union  so  the  Arab  countries  work  toward  an  ideal  of  fruitful 
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The  Anglo-French  forces  also  prevented  the  Red  Crescent 
mission  from  helping  the  people  carry  away  their  dead. 
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These  are  but  a  few  of  the  atrocities  that  the  British  and 
French  forces  committed  and  are  still  committing  in  the 

City  of  Port  Said. 
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cooperation.  But  each  Arab  nation  cherishes  its  integrity  just  as 
Egypt  does.  The  concept  of  Arab  imperialism  is  foreign  fiction  or 
foreign  propaganda  based  on  ignorance  or  worse.  The  primary  and 
basic  objective  of  the  revolutionary  government  of  Egypt  is  the 
radical  improvement  of  the  economic  and  social  conditions  of  the 
Egyptian  people  as  a  free  and  independent  nation.  It  is  to  this 
purpose  that  I  desire  to  concentrate  the  energies  of  my  government. 
But  that  cannot  be  the  case  until  certain  highly  inflammable  problems 
are  solved.  I  call  upon  all  the  governments  of  the  world  and  upon 
every  man  and  woman  of  good  will  to  join  in  serious  efforts  to 
achieve  just  and  honorable  solutions  of  these  problems. 


This  publication  comes  to  you  with  the  compliments  of  the 
Egyptian  Embassy,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Requests  for  additional  copies  may  be  addressed  to  the  Press 
Department,  Embassy,  2310  Decatur  Place,  N.W.,  Washington  8,  D.  C. 
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